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By breaking down the changing population, including demographics,  
income profile & spending habits of Weyburn residents, and City of 
Weyburn characteristics, investors will see what everyone in Weyburn 
already knows: 

WEYBURN IS THE OPPORTUNITY CITY.

This report is an investor’s guide 
to the Weyburn retail market. 
Using the latest data and a local 
business sentiment survey, it 
explores the Weyburn retail 
landscape like never before. 

Potential investors are knocking 
on Weyburn’s door and for good 
reason: it’s the fifth best place 
to live in Canada and the best 
place to live on the prairies. With 
a young workforce, high median 
income, and estimated annual 
household spending nearing 
$300 million, Weyburn is the 
perfect place to live and invest.

WWW.WEYBURNECONOMICDEVELOPMENT.COM
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POPULATION
Since 2006, Weyburn has grown faster 
than any Southern Saskatchewan city 
other than Regina, the provincial capital. 

It’s also rapidly getting younger. While 
Canada is suffering from a “demographic 
crisis”, 51% of Weyburn’s residents 
are under 40 years old, compared to 
Saskatchewan’s 40%. 

In the last ten years, Weyburn has 
decreased its median age by 7%, over 
three times more than any other city in 
the province. With a median age of 38.7, 
Weyburn is 2.5 years younger than the 
Canadian average. 

With respect to gender, Weyburn is 
evenly split, except in the 65+ category, 
which, like all Canadian cities, typically 
skews female.

15% cumulative 
popuLATION 
growth(2006-2016)

Residents: 10,870



The recent surge of young people into Weyburn explains why 22% of residents 
live in low-rise apartments. The rest live predominantly in single-detached homes.

Being the best place to live on the prairies makes Weyburn an increasingly 
popular immigration destination. Statistics Canada defines immigrant as a person 
that is foreign-born. Weyburn’s immigrants are relatively new to Canada, with 
62% of them immigrating after 2010 (compared to 43% provincially). Weyburn’s 
immigrants are also younger than ever. The share of immigrants under 25 has 

immigration

grown by 84% in the last 
5 years. ‘Asia’ represented 
78% of new imigrants since 
2011.

Weyburn’s visible minority 
has doubled in size 
since 2011 (now 9.5%). 
Aboriginal origin is claimed 
by 5% of Weyburn residents 
(on par with the national 
average, but well-below 
Saskatchewan’s 17%). 

Weyburn’s 4,585 households host an average of 2.3 people each, which is slightly 
less than the typical Saskatchewan household (2.5 people). However, the 3,010 
census families in Weyburn are, on average, home to 2.9 people. English is spoken 
in 95% of Weyburn households. Of the remaining 5%, half is attributed to Filipino.

Getting around Weyburn is easy. Nearly 75% of Weyburn workers need less than 
15 minutes to get to work (44% for Saskatchewan and only 28% nationally).

POPULATION demographics
Living arrangements

Weyburn residents’ post-secondary educational attainment rate is on par with 
Saskatchewan’s rate at 47% (the national average is 55%). Nationally, university 
degrees account for 42% of post-secondary education. Saskatchewan’s bachelor’s 
degree rate is 37% and Weyburn’s rate is 31%.

education & employment
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Immigrant Population in Weyburn, Saskatchewan

Eight percent of Weyburn-based workers are employed in the natural resources & 
agriculture sector – 2x the Saskatchewan rate and 4x the national rate.
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regional travel

green circle: 500km radius blue polygon: 10-hour drive

Weyburn is within a ten-hour drive of  
5 million people:

• Edmonton & Calgary in the West

• Winnipeg in the East

• Minot & Minneapolis in the South

Weyburn is conveniently located within 
less than 375km of Saskatoon and Swift 
Current, WSaskatchewan.

It is also within 500km of Prince Albert, 
Saskatchewan; the Alberta border; and 
Winnipeg, Manitoba.



 

reilly's law of 

REtail ATTRACTION

Put simply, Reilly’s Law is one way to 
define Weyburn’s geographic market 
reach (shown in red below).

Reilly’s Law is a simple heuristic that 
is based on Newton’s Law of Universal 
Gravitation. It quantifies the commonly 
observed occurrence of consumers 
being willing to travel longer to shop 
in larger population centres.

Saskatchewan cities are too small 
for Statistics Canada to release 
city-specific spending habits. Inter-
city spending habits are, therefore, 
impossible to quantify. However, 
Reilly’s Law of Retail Attraction 
qualifies how likely it is that consumer 
spending would ‘leak’ out of one 
population centre and into another.



PHOTO: WEYBURN’S HISTORIC WATER TOWER.



Forecasting economic growth is, at best, an indication of potential. These 
statements are not guarantees of future performance and undue reliance should 
not be placed on them. Further insight into forecasted growth is available on 
request.

forecasted growth
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Household spending is initially 
reported by Statistics Canada 
at a provincial level. An average 
Saskatchewan household has 2.4 
residents. Using Weyburn’s average 
household size, 2.3 people, we can 
adjust the household spending 
proportionally.

Further, Statistics Canada’s National 
Household Spending Survey sheds 
light on spending habits of an 
average Saskatchewan household. 
By further adjusting this break-down 
using the Weyburn-specific income, 
we can estimate an average Weyburn 
household’s spending habits.

Weyburn's household spending

SOURCES:  NATIONAL HOUSEHOLD SPENDING & CENSUS,  2016



2.6%
5-year compound 

annual growth rate

Weyburn's Income distribution (2015):

Under $50,000

$50,000 to $99,999

$100,000 to $199,999

$200,000 and over
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weyburn

income

$278 MILLION

estimated annual WEYBURN
household spending 

WEYBURN'S median 
HOUSEHOLD INCOME

$78,592 

WEYBURN'S Income 
distribution (2015):

weyburn's household 
income relative to:

moose jaw: 114%

regina: 84%

estevan: 79%

YORKTON: 113%

CANADA: 112%

SASKATCHEWAN: 104%

Weyburn's Income distribution (2015):

Under $50,000

$50,000 to $99,999

$100,000 to $199,999

$200,000 and over
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weyburn's Annual 
retail food market

$36.4M

FOOD SPENDING

CLOTHING

Food has two sections: purchased 
from stores (groceries) and purchased 
from restaurants. 

From stores, meat (21%) and all 
other food products not listed (24%) 
represent nearly half of the total 
spend. Fruits & nuts and vegetables 
collectively represent 23% of the 
grocery bill. Dairy & eggs (14%), 
baked  goods (8%), cereal (6%), and 

seafood (3%) round out the grocery 
purchases.

Restaurant food purchases account 
for a surprising 29% of total food 
expenditures.

men & boys 
clothing

$3.6M

Clothing is divided into three 
categories: women and girls ( aged 4 
years and over); men and boys (aged 
4 years and over); and, children (under 
4 years old). Excluding children, they 
are further subdivided into several 
areas, including clothing, watches & 
jewellery, and footwear. 

women & girls 
clothing

$4.2M

watches & jewellery

$1.3M

footwear

$2.4M Women and girls spend more money 
than men and boys, including more 
spent on watches & jewellery. 

Interestingly, footwear spending is quite 
similar by dollar figure between men 
and women.
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weyburn's Annual spend: 
household operations

$32.0M

weyburn's Annual 
spend ON recreation

$20.2M

household opERATIONS

recreation

other

While Shelter includes mortgage 
and direct housing costs, household 
operations covers most everything 
else purchased for the home.

communications
$10.2M

furnishings & Equipment
$10.6M

pet expenses
$3.0M

gardening supplies
$1.9M

Recreational vehicles includes the cost 
of ownership and related maintenance 
(23%). Home entertainment also 
includes  ownership and maintenance/
installation costs (6%). 

entertainment (‘going to the movies’), 
recreation facilities (‘going bowling’), 
and package trips (45%).

Recreational services includes

This category can be divided in six 
categories: 
• Healthcare (24%)
• Education (12%)
• Tobacco & Alcohol (17%)
• Gifts of Money, Support Payments, 

& Charity (24%)
• Other (22%)

total 'other' market 

$6.3M

Equipment covers everything from 
sports equipment and video games 
to children’s toys and photography 
Equipment & supplies (26%). 



Parking is a breeze in weyburn.
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Parking Costs: Okay
or Better

Proximity:
Okay or Better

Employees Park
Near the Entry

Employees Must
Park 2+ Blocks Away

Customers Park
Near the Entry

Customers Must
Park 2+ Blocks away

Visibility of parking
is okay or better

Parking in Weyburn

business 
sentiment 
survey

average annual rent: $12.50 / sq ft

97%
"I feel safe
in weyburn."

a
g

r
e

e4in5
Traffic moves 
fairly
quick 
during
peak times. people

A business sentiment survey was conducted in Q1 2017 to explore the 
perspectives of the Weyburn’s business community. The typical respondent 
had lived in Weyburn for 10+ years and represented a business that was 
10+ years old.



1 Internet 2 newspaper

3 radio 4 sponsor local

5 tradeshows

top 5 advertising 
methods in weyburn

285,000
estimated available retail 
space in
weyburn

square feetICR Commercial Real Estate, 2015

retail 
businesses

$1 billion

estimated annual regional 
household spending 

business 
sentiment 
survey Weyburn’s recent growth and attractive 

demographic profile may interest 
potential investors by itself, but a 
regional consumer market in excess of 
$1 billion will surely grab headlines.

With a regional population over 
30,000 people and over $200 million 
spent on retail goods (specifically 
excluding shelter and automobiles), 
Weyburn truly is the opportunity city.

WWW.WEYBURNECONOMICDEVELOPMENT.COM



weyburn traffic
DAILY AVERAGES

HIGHWAY 35 
SOUTH: 2040

HIGHWAY 39 
WEST: 4910

HIGHWAY 39
north-WEST: 4270

HIGHWAY 35 
north: 1660

HIGHWAY 13 WEST: 1470

RAIlway ave & 
3rd st: 1000

RAIlway ave & 
HIGHWAY 35: 700



30,000
trading area 

population

HIGHWAY 39
south: 5310

HIGHWAY 13 east: 2560

WWW.WEYBURNECONOMICDEVELOPMENT.COM



relative to weyburn's 
commercial property 
tax per $200,000 (2016):

moose jaw is 42% higher

regina is 9% higher

estevan is 67% higher

YORKTON is 115% higher

the average is 51% higher

It is important to highlight the 
differences across municipalities      
with respect to property taxes. 

Weyburn’s commercial property tax      
is the third lowest in Saskatchewan 
(1, Saskatoon; 2, Warman).

Weyburn’s residential municipal 
property tax (2016) is the second 
lowest in Saskatchewan.

property taxes
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weather & recreation

9

seasonal Weather 
(celsius)

summer: 

autumn:

winter:

spring:

low high

24
-9 2

-15 -5
4 18

Over 10km of picturesque 
paved trails make up Weyburn’s 
prestigious Tatagwa Parkway. 

A cree word meaning flat, this 
urban conservation area spans   
180 acres and two nature reserves.

WWW.WEYBURNECONOMICDEVELOPMENT.COM



THE OPPORTUNITY CITY.

PHONE:  (306) 842.4738 

info@weyburneconomicdevelopment.com

WEYBURN REGIONAL 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
11  3 RD STREET NE
WEYBURN,  SK
S4H 0W1
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