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Regulations 

• Building permits are required for removing and replacing decks, removing and replacing stairs and all new 

construction.  Permits are not required for minimal repair work to existing systems. 

• Decks mush have a minimum front setback of 5.8m, rear setback of 3.6m and side setback of 1.2m.  All 

setbacks are measured from the edge of the deck to the property lines.  

• Balcony, step or deck may project 1.8m into the required front yard area and 3.6m into the rear yard area. 

• If height of the deck platform exceeds 12” above grade then setbacks are required, if it does not exceed 

that height, no minimum setbacks are required. 

• Surface foundation is permitted for decks where the height between grade and underside of the joists is 

24” or less or is less than 55m2, or does not support a roof system, 

• Concrete piles are required where deck height exceeds 24” or is great than 55m2 in area, or has a roof 

structure. 

• Guard (36” high) is required around perimeter of the deck where platform is greater than 24” above grade 

and a 42” high guard is required where deck platform is greater than 6’ above grade. 

• No deck construction shall obstruct any basement bedroom egress windows; 

• No construction shall be permitted above any underground utilities without specific approval from the 

utility; 

 

Information Required to be Submitted 

• Owners must submit a site plan showing the location of the proposed deck and must also include; 

o Setback distances to all applicable property lines; 

o Street and lane locations as well as the north arrow; and 

o Location of any underground utilities as it is prohibited to build over any lines without specific 

approval;  

 

• Owners must submit deck framing plan which shall include all dimensions, as well as the following; 

o Size and location of all beams; 

o Concrete pile details (diameter and depth) if applicable; 

o Size and location of all support posts;  

o Size and span of joists and any permitted cantilevers;  

o Decking material; 

o Details for the guard (if deck is more than 24” above grade);  

o Details for the stair system including supports, guard and handrail; 

o Details for roof system if applicable. 

 

• Owners must submit the following information with their drawings; 

o Property owner, if different than applicant; 

o Job site; 

o Name of contractor; 

o Construction value of the project; and 

o Proposed start date, permit applications should be submitted a minimum of 1 week prior to 

anticipated start date. 
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Example of Site Plan     Example of Deck Framing Plan 

 

 

 
 

Stair Detail: 

• Stairs must conform to Section 9.8.4 of NBC 2015 

• The rise, run and tread must be uniform in the same flight 

• Rise: minimum 5” and maximum is 8” 

• Run: minimum 8.4” and maximum is 14.2” 

• Tread: minimum is 9.4” and maximum is 10” 

• Guard is required on all stair systems where more than 3 risers exist OR 

where total rise is great than 24” 




